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Happenings 
 at  

Grace 

 

HEAR AND SEE  

CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

In the summer of 2011 we began a campaign 
to raise $36,000 to bring new lighting to Trin-
ity Hall and to buffer some of the echo in the 
room.  By December of 2011 we have raised 
approximately $15,000 toward that goal and 
installed the lights.  In the first few months 
we have slowly moved toward achieving our 
goal of $36,000.  You have all been generous 
and in response to the letter that updated 
everyone on the progress of the campaign we 
are now able to finish the project.  On June 18
-21 we will install the acoustical ceiling tile.  
Then the middle of August we will add the 
acoustical panels on the walls.  Thank you so 
much for your generosity to make this addi-
tion to our Fellowship Hall.  If you are able to 
make a donation to this project, please indi-
ŎŀǘŜ άIŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ {ŜŜέ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΦ   
   Thank you. 

 

4th of July  
Good food, Fun Fellow-

ship and Games and add 

Beautiful Fireworks!  We 

need to be sure to be here 

and share in the joy of 

celebrating Independence 

Day!  Beginning at 6pm in 

the parking lot at the 

church. Be sure to join us! 

All children ages preschool (must be potty 

trained) through 5th grade are welcome to 

participate.  Children older than 5th grade 

may volunteer to help in many areas.  

(Examples include decorating, cleaning, assist-

ing other adults at work stations during the 

event.)  Please contact the church office if 

your interested or have any questions.  

You can preregister online at https://

groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/GraceKidsVBS, print 

the registration from our church website and 

turn in to the office or pick the form up in 

the Narthex or in the church office.  

Join Us!!! 

July 30th - August 3rd 

5:30pm thru 8:30pm 

Cost $5 per child or $12 for a 

family 

Vacation Bible School   
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Pastor Ray Christen-

This past month we have had a series 
ƻŦ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  L 
ƘƻǇŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
attend those services understand 
clearly, not just my understanding of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ 
 
I remember some years ago, one of 
our members who had been in recov-
ery for over 10 years, had a relapse of 
significant proportions and drove 
down Tropicana Avenue in Las Vegas, 
the wrong way.  Two teenagers were 
killed, in addition to herself.  She was 
a wonderful woman, but had chosen 
to go back to some old patterns and 
at 41 years of age had killed three 
people.   I, obviously had the funeral 
as her parents and brother were also 
members  of the congregation. 
 
After the service as I pointed out on 
June 2nd & 3rd a woman came up to 
ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇǳǊπ
ǇƻǎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦέ 
 
I was enraged.  I got as much control 
of myself as possible.  I said is a 
monotone and controlled voice, 
άǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŀƭƻƴŜȅΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻǊ 
believe in a God who would do this to 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ 
myself from reception area for a 
while. 
 
There is a gross heresy at work 
throughout the Christian community.  
It involves the instinct to assign God 
responsibility for everything we can-
not control or explain.  God is said to 
arrange this and allow that.  God 
causes all sorts of other things to hap-
pen for a purpose.  When a 55 foot 
tall tower of logs collapsed at Texas A 
& M bonfire in 1999, nineteen people 

were killed.  Said one of the survivors; 
άLǘΩǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŀƪ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ  
God wanted it to happen, so it hap-
ǇŜƴŜŘΦέ 
 
This is primitive theology.  Most suf-
fering is totally meaningless and 
senseless.  For every person who may 
grow spiritually as a result of suffer-
ing, plenty of others get the feathers 
kicked out of their faith by senseless 
tragedy. 
 
To ascribe all events that we cannot 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭέ ƻǊ άDƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴέ 
is to trivialize both God and us.  If God 
constantly overrules our faculties, 
then we live the life of a puppet, 
ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ 
God who makes us do dastardly 
things. 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ  ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ 
when God grants us the capability to 
make our own decisions and create 
many of our own circumstances.  God 
cares  a whole lot more about who 
we are than what we do.  God has 
equipped us with the inner resources 
we might need to deal with adversity 
and make wise and mature decisions. 
 
Did God have a purpose in mind for 
this inebriated 41 year old woman to 
climb into her car and kill herself and 
two girls?  NOT ANY LORD I CAN LO-
CATE IN SCRIPTURE.    Does God have 
endless compassion and empathy for 
all those suffering from this awful 
ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΚ   bƻǿΩǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
Christ-like sense. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Ray 
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Elizabeth Angel  7/04 

Janae Bailie  7/03 

Ginni Baker  7/06 

Barbara Barnes  7/15 

Bill Barnes  7/23 

Beatrice Bennett  7/06 

Delphine Brandt  7/19 

Roger Burns  7/09 

Monica Busch  7/06 

Rylyn Chan  7/21 

Mike Cleary  7/19 

Magnus Cooper  7/21 

Jan Curran  7/20 

Jessica DeNoyer  7/12 

MaKayla DeNoyer 7/25 

Alexis Diaz  7/18 

Jo Ellyn Donohoe  7/12 

Robert Feil  7/27 

Susan Fetrow  7/17 

Matthew Grimes  7/30 

Booker Hale  7/07 

Judith Hitt  7/22 

Martin Hoover  7/01 

Kamber Ketchner  7/06 

Ted Ketchner  7/04 

Randy Lengel  7/27 

Judy Lent  7/01 

Jason Leonard  7/11 

Kelsey Lewis  7/06 

Nicholas Lowes  7/07 

Delia Lucero  7/16 

Betty Luther  7/13 

Carol Magray  7/23 

Allison Menk  7/26 

Daniel Menk  7/31 

Jennifer Menk  7/26 

Larry Mozis  7/05 

Patti Peterson  7/03 

Benjamin Poole  7/23 

Claudia Rasmussen 7/19 

Jeremy Reiman  7/06 

Peggy Sollars  7/01 

Kari Sumner  7/24 

Karen Thomas  7/26 

Cindy Wallace  7/09 

Siv-Inga Wanitsch 7/22 

Brittany Weese  7/08 

Katherine White  7/11 

Cathy Woods  7/22 

Rosalie Zimmerman 7/12 

Grace Lutheran Church Women  

 Lasting Memories  is the theme of this year's GLCW  fall retreat.  It will be held  on September 15, 2012 at Up-

ton's Hidden Pines, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.    

The women provide the salad luncheon and Hidden Pines furnishes the continental breakfast. More information 
will be in next month's newsletter.   

Please put this event on your calendar.      

ADULT VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL 
Pastor Ray will lead a four day Adult Vacation 

Bible School from 10-11 am on July 30, 31, 

August 1 & 2 (Monday-Thursday) in the Nar-

thex (entry of Church).  We will be exploring 

issues of the Middle Ages (the crusades, the 

struggle of power between pope and em-

peror, The Babylonian Captivity in Avignon 

France, and figures that prepared for the Ref-

ormation. 

MINUTES OF CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Items of business were dealt with at the May 8th meeting. 
 

The constitution has not been in compliance with the ELCA 
model constitution for 18 years.  Therefore, a revised consti-
tution reflecting updates, deletions, and additions was 
unanimously approved.  It is currently be examined by the 
attorney for the Grand Canyon synod.  The approval process 
will take place at our January 2013 Congregational Meeting.  
Two points of interest for congregational members are:  1.  
That the quorum needed for a quorum is changed from 15% 
to 5%.  2.  That congregational meetings be limited to 1 
meeting a year, versus 4.  (Church Council, 25 members still 
have the ability to call a special congregational meeting as 
needed.). 

Claire Crum was voted to replace Jo Adams. 
Delegates approved for Synod Assembly:  Pastor Ray, Leanna 

Kemp, Charles Wallace. 
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²ƻǿΗΗΗΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊ ōǳǎȅ WǳƭȅΧΧΧΦŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ 
July 1st Middle School Youth 
July 5th ELCA Youth Gathering Parent and Youth Prep MeetingτPLEASE, both parents and youth ATTEND 
Wǳƭȅ уǘƘΣ фǘƘΣ млǘƘ ƛǎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IǳŀƭŀǇŀƛΩǎ 
July 15th Middle School Youth 
July 22nd No Youth (2012 ELCA New Orleans Youth Gathering in  Louisiana) 
July 29th Middle School and High School Youth Prep for VBS 
July 30th 5:30pm VBS 
July 31st 5:30pm VBS 

Grapple:  {¦aa9w Dw!tt[9 ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ 
participation.  Your 5th - 8th grader can continue to learn and grow with God through-
out the summer.    They are having some fun activities along with lessons.    

LOGOS: The LOGOS classes meet every Wednesday from 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 
Although we have the summer off, please know you are welcome in the fall when we 
start up again.   We want to thank the wonderful volunteers that have helped all year 
make LOGOS a special time and place to learn and grow with God.   
 

ELCA 2012 Youth Gathering  

citizens with the saints  
In only two weeks we will be heading to New Orleans! We are so excited. 
The vision is to dwell together as "one new humanity," remembering who we are in 
Christ and acting in response by forming faithful, wise and courageous leaders. 
We have been called to MASS CASTS which means we will be on stage in the Mer-
cedez Superdome during the evening worship services with over 33,000 ELCA youth.  
Our schedule will now include some extra rehearsals.  The six bible studies we com-
pleted will tie into all of our experiences there in New Orleans. 
Our Justice project is Community Care assisting organizations such as the Second 
Harvest Food Bank, Jefferson Parish Parks and Rec., City of New Orleans Park and 
Rec. and New Orleans Outreach. Don't be surprised if some of our youth text you 
during the Discipleship day for extra prayers of support. 
You can also follow them online through Facebook.  Look for the link and like King-
man and Lake Havasu ELCA Youth.  The youth will be posting while they are in New 
Orleans, it will be a good way to keep track of what they are doing out there. 
 
 
[ŜŀƴƴŀΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀǘǘ ŀƴŘ aƻǳƴǘ hƭƛǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎπ
cess.  They assisted Grace Lutheran Church, Phoenix, with VBS all week and cleaned 
and painted an entire apartment for Save the Family.  It was a wonderful learning 
experience. 
 

High School Camping on July 8th, 9th and 10th  
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ Ŏŀōƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IǳŀƭŀǇŀƛΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ у-мл ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ 
the heat, enjoy God's beautiful cool trees while we have fun and fellowship. Be pre-
pared for some hiking, bible studies and campfires.  Cost is $30 per person.  Please 
RSVP to Leanna. 
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Summer Sunday school is enjoying Davey and Goliath at the 9:45 worship service.  We be-

Ǝƛƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 

Sunday school with Davey and Goliath, crafts and activities.  Thank you for sharing your 

children and your summer with us here at Grace.   

God Bless, 
Kathy Villani 

P a g e  5  

Sunday School 

Grand Canyon Synod Assembly  May 30 -June 1  
 

For the first time in the history of the synod the assembly met in a church.  Community Lutheran Church in Las Vegas 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ онр ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǿŀǎ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΥ .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ .ŜƭƻǾŜŘ /ƻƳƳǳπ
ƴƛǘȅΦέ 
 
Attending were 102 clergy, 3 associates in ministry, 2 diaconal ministers, 96 female voting delegates and 81 male voting 
delegates.  There were 41 guests. 
 
The primary business was to elect a bishop.  Bishop Steve Talmage was eligible for re-election.   He achieved the election 
on the first ballot by garnering 88% of the vote while requiring 75% acceptance to be elected.  He will serve a second six 
year term and then will not be eligible for re-election in 2018. 
 
The thread concern for the three days was the three year commitment of the ELCA to join with other churches and govern-
ments to provide a respite from the death rate from Malaria.  The ELCA intends to raise 15 million dollars to provide medi-
cine (there is medication to treat it properly but people cannot afford it), netting for proper protection, and to continue to 
deal with the mosquito and seek to end its control over southern Africa. 
 
The synod announced the process of merging Pacific Lutheran Seminary in northern California with California Lutheran 
University in Thousand Oaks, Ca. 
 
There was an optimistic spirit, and a great sense of community in the discussions in the break out groups.  A wonderful  
and inspiring assembly.  Pastor Ray, Leanna Kemp, Charles Wallace were delegates from Grace Lutheran. 

Boy Scouts Troop 401 Summer Camp  

 
DǊŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘ ¢ǊƻƻǇ плм ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 
Camp over by Payson this year, to Camp Geronimo.  This is the first 
time that our troop has gone to this camp.  They had a wonderful 
time and are now debating if they would like to return to Camp 
Geronimo next summer, go to Camp Raymond by Flagstaff or if 
they should branch out and try Camp Emerald Bay on Catalina Is-
land, CA next year.  It will be fun to see where they go! 
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Greeters 

8:00 am 

Larry & Marilyn Brault, Beth Ambrose 

9:45 am 

Judy Johnsen 

Readers 

8:00am 

01 Chuck Wallace  

08 John Seward 

15 Susan Chan  

22 Claire Crum 

29 Bob Feil 

 

Media 

5:30 pm 

James and Terry Lengel 

8:00am 

01 Cindy Levesque, Tim Kieffer 

08 Logan Menk, Tim Kieffer 

15 Denny Shaeffer, Tim Kieffer 

22 Logan Menk, Tim Kieffer 

29 Denny Shaeffer, Tim Kieffer 

9:45am 

01 Curtis Cutshaw 

08 Marianne Maticic 

15 Curtis Cutshaw 

22 Marianne Maticic 

29 Bill Barnes 

Ushers 

8:00 am 

Bob Heuerman, Art & Ingrid Swanson, Carolyn Hult, 

Logan Menk, Dan Menk, Patrick Wagner 

9:45 am 

Chris Alston, John Britton, Chester Wireman, Walt 

Zimmerman, Dorian Trahan 

Communion Set-up 

8:00am  

Cristie Bateman 

9:45am  

Don & Abi Finney 

Communion Assistants 

8:00am 

01 Cristie Bateman, Bob Feil, Abi Fruhling 

15 Cristie Bateman, Bob Feil, Abi Fruhling 

9:45am 

01 Jan Dushane, Denise McElwee, M Maticic 

15 Denise McElwee, Leanna Kemp, Jan Dushane 

 

Acolyte Schedule 

8:00 

01 Houston Hale 

08 Houston Hale 

15 Houston Hale 

22 Houston Hale 

29 Houston Hale 

9:45 

01 Heather Wynkoop  

08 Sarah Schrade  

15 Heather Wynkoop 

22 Jolea Hoehne 

29 Sarah Schrade 
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Sun 1 8:00am & 9:45am Worship Service, SS/Grapple  

11:30am Middle School Youth 

Mon 2 6:30pm Praise Team Bible Study 

7:00pm Praise Team Practice 

Tue 3 9:30am Mary Martha Bible Study 

сΥолǇƳ aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

Wed 4 6:00pm 4th of July Fellowship in Parking Lot-join us! 

Thu 5 5:00pm Cub/Boy Scouts 

6-8:00pm Youth Gathering Meeting Parents and Youth 

Fri 6  

Sat 7 5:30pm Worship Service  

Sun 8 8:00am & 9:45am Worship Service, SS/Grapple  

IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀƳǇƛƴƎ Lƴ IǳŀƭŀǇŀƛΩǎ 

Mon 9 IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ IǳŀƭŀǇŀƛΩǎ 

6:30pm Praise Team Bible Study 

7:00pm Praise Team Practice 

Tue 10 High School Youth home from camping 

10:00am Tuesday Morning  Bible Study 

сΥолǇƳ aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

Wed 11  

Thu 12  

Fri 13  

Sat 14 5:30pm Worship Service  

Sun 15 8:00am & 9:45am Worship Service, SS/Grapple  

11:30am Middle School Youth 

Mon 16 6:30pm Praise Team Bible Study 

7:00pm Praise Team Practice 

Tue 17 6:00am ELCA Gathering Youth leave for airport 

10:00am Tuesday Morning  Bible Study 

сΥолǇƳ aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

Wed 18 ELCA Gathering Youth in New Orleans 

Thu 19 ELCA Gathering Youth in New Orleans 

5:00pm Cub/Boy Scouts 

Fri 20 ELCA Gathering Youth in New Orleans 

Sat 21 ELCA Gathering Youth in New Orleans 

5:30pm Worship Service  

Sun 22 8:00am & 9:45am Worship Service, No SS/No Grapple  

11:30am No High School Youth 

ELCA Gathering Youth in New Orleans 

Mon 23 ELCA Gathering Youth home from Louisiana 

6:30pm Praise Team Bible Study 

7:00pm Praise Team Practice 

Tue 24 фΥолŀƳ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ŜǿƛƴƎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 

сΥолǇƳ aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

Wed 25 Hosting Ascension Lutheran Youth returning to CA 

Thu 26 5:00pm Cub/Boy Scouts 

Fri 27  

Sat 28 5:30pm Worship Service  

Sun 29 8:00am & 9:45am Worship Service, SS/Grapple  

11:30am Middle School/High School Youth VBS Prep 

Mon 30 10:00am Adult VBS 

5:30pm VBS in Sanctuary 

6:30pm Praise Team Bible Study 

7:00pm Praise Team Practice 

Tues 31 10:00am Adult VBS 

5:30pm VBS in Sanctuary 

 Preschool News  

We still have openings for a few four year olds in the afternoon classes and many open-
ings for the three year old classes.  We are trying a new class that is three days a week 
for the three year olds, be sure to call if you have any questions please leave a message 
for me and I will be in my office at different times throughout the summer, I will be sure 
to return your call.  The church office also has registration packets if you need one.  We 
would love to teach your children about Jesus! 

 
Miss Kelli 
Preschool Director 
 

Pre-School 
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